Wound botulism associated with black tar heroin and lower extremity cellulitis.
Wound botulism is a rare and potentially fatal disease. The use of black tar heroin has spawned an increase in the incidence of the disease, with the majority of cases occurring in California. The use of botulism antitoxin and surgical debridement are recommended to decrease hospital stay. For this to be effective, the diagnosis of wound botulism first must be considered, followed by an aggressive search for any area of infection that may be debrided. This case report demonstrates several factors to consider in patients presenting with symptoms of botulism poisoning: occurrence away from the Mexico border, no obvious abscess, and the need for prolonged ventilatory support. This case report documents a prolonged hospital stay, possibly caused by delay in administration of antitoxin in a patient with cellulitis that was not considered appropriate for debridement.